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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD SOUTHWEST 

The region covered in the present survey includes the states 
of West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi — all lying south of the Ohio River, west of the Appalachian 
Mountains, and east of the Mississippi River. The period cov- 
ered is, in general, the years 1913 and 1914. 

State Historical. Societies 

In each of the states included in this survey, there exists a 
historical society, incorporated as a private association, bearing 
the name of the state. Three of these were organized prior to 
the Civil War. That of Kentucky was first established in the 
thirties ; that of Tennessee dates back to 1849, though previously 
there had been similar organizations both in Nashville and in 
east Tennessee; that of Alabama began in 1850. In all these 
older societies there have been periods of quiescence and periods 
of reorganization ; the degrees of activity even now vary great- 
ly. In recent years the more fortunate have been recipients of 
aid from the state in one form or another. 

The West Virginia Historical Society has been dormant for 
several years so that there are no recent publications by it to 
be reported. The collection of antiquities, etc., owned by the 
society were turned over to the department of archives and his- 
tory when the latter was organized. A few months ago, how- 
ever, an effort was made to revive the society; and this effort 
is to be continued at the meeting of the Ohio Valley Historical 
Association which is to be held in Charleston, West Virginia, 
November 27, 28. 

In Kentucky, two societies have been devoted to the develop- 
ment of the study of the history of the state. For many years 
the Filson Club has enjoyed an enviable reputation due to its 
publications; but it has recently suffered a great loss by the 
death of its most eminent and active member, Colonel R. T. 
Durrett, to whose generosity many historians of the West are 
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so greatly indebted. Before his death his famous library was 
sold to the University of Chicago. A reorganization of the 
Filson Club is now in progress, however, and it is to be hoped 
that new activity will be awakened. The secretary is Mr. Al- 
fred Pirtle of Louisville. The last publication was Miss Mary 
Verhoeff's The Kentucky Mountains (Louisville: John P. Mor- 
ton and Company, 1911. xviii, 208 p.). 

The Kentucky State Historical Society, organized in 1836, re- 
established after the Civil War, with some assistance from the 
state, and reorganized in 1896-1897 through the interest of the 
Colonial Daughters, in 1902 received further help from the state 
through the influence of Governor Beckham. In 1906 an appro- 
priation of five thousand dollars annually was made by the legis- 
lature. The society publishes its Register under the editorship 
of Mrs. Jennie C. Morton, regent of the society. This periodi- 
cal is now in its twelfth volume, and, it is to be hoped, is destined 
to an ever-increasing work of usefulness. Recent issues of the 
Register include the following articles: "Kentucky Regulars 
in the War of 1812," by A. C. Quisenberry; "Reminiscences of 
General W. H. Lytle," by the late Colonel J. S. Johnston (Jan- 
uary) ; a "Sketch of Rear Admiral James E. Jouett," by George 
Baber (May) ; "MacArthur's Raid of 1814," by A. C. Quisen- 
berry; "Some Early Engineers and Architects in Kentucky," 
by Alfred Pirtle; "Extracts from County Records" (Septem- 
ber). Catalogue No. 4 of the society, by the librarian, Miss 
Sally Jackson, gives a list of the volumes, pamphlets, periodicals, 
newspapers, paintings, and curios of the society. 

The condition of the Tennessee Historical Society has for 
some years been the source of much anxiety to those interested 
in the history of Tennessee. Possessed of a highly valuable 
collection of relics, manuscripts, and newspapers, its treasures 
have been difficult of access through the lack of funds for pub- 
lication or even administration. The society was formerly 
housed in the capitol, but as the rooms at its disposal became 
crowded and were needed for other purposes, the society gladly 
accepted the hospitality of the Watkins Institute in Nashville 
and transferred its belongings to quarters provided by that 
body. It has long been recognized, however, that the situation 
of these rooms was a precarious one in view of the risk from 
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fire, and the most rare and precious of the manuscripts of the 
society are now locked up in a safe deposit vault. It is expected 
that the society as well as the department of archives will re- 
ceive accommodations in the proposed capitol annex. To this 
end the society has repeatedly memorialized the general assem- 
bly, but so far no provision has been made even for the acquisi- 
tion of such a building. 

Under the present president, John H. De Witt of Nashville, 
who, on the death of General Gates P. Thruston, was elected to 
this office, the Tennessee Historical Society has become more 
active. General Thruston left a bequest of ten thousand dol- 
lars in trust for the use of the society. With the income from 
this fund as a basis, very definite plans are under consideration 
for the establishment of a quarterly publication, and it is hoped 
that the "Tennessee Historical Magazine" will issue its first 
number during the winter of 1914-1915. There will thus be re- 
newed the publishing activity, which ten years ago was brought 
to a close when the American Historical Magazine and Tennessee 
Historical Society Quarterly, then published under the care of 
A. V. Goodpasture, ceased to appear. The new quarterly will 
be edited by the writer of this article. 

Besides the historical society, other institutions in the state 
have been more or less active in the collection of historical mate- 
rials. The state library, located in the capitol, and the Carnegie 
library of Nashville have both made extensive collections of Ten- 
nesseana, of which the recent accessions, at least, have been 
cataloged. Mention should also be made of the Cossitt library 
and that of the Goodwyn Institute, in Memphis, and of the city 
library in Knoxville. The University of Tennessee, the Univer- 
sity of the South, and Vanderbilt University, likewise, have 
material of value for work in Tennessee history. Vanderbilt 
University, in particular, has received the entire body of eth- 
nological and archeological materials collected by the late Gen- 
eral Gates P. Thruston. 

The various memorial and patriotic societies of the state while 
not themselves active in the field of publication, are doing much 
to foster interest in history. It is hoped that their labors may 
be rendered more cooperative, and that there may be less dissi- 
pation of energy. 
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The Alabama Historical Society, like that of West Virginia, 
ceased to act as a collecting agency after the establishment of the 
department of archives and history in the state. At the same 
time its headquarters were moved to Montgomery, where meet- 
ings are held for the purpose of reading papers. The society 
has published five volumes of Transactions and Miscellaneous 
Collections, but these are not of recent date. 

In Alabama there are also some active local societies. The 
Iberville Historical Society, with headquarters at Mobile, or- 
ganized the celebration, in 1902, of the first settlement of Mobile 
and later, in 1911, the more elaborate celebration of the bicen- 
tennial of Mobile on its present site. The society has published 
a series of Papers of which the latest, the third, is The Recon- 
struction Period in Alabama, by F. G. Bromberg (1911). 

The Tennessee Valley Historical Society, organized about ten 
years ago, has for its object the preservation of the materials 
for the history of the northern tier or Tennessee Valley counties 
of Alabama. 

The Alabama Conference Historical Society, organized in 
1905, is devoted to the collection and preservation of materials 
for the history of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in the 
bounds of the Alabama conference. It has accumulated a highly 
valuable collection of such materials, which it deposits in the 
care of the department of archives and history. 

The patriotic societies of Alabama also are active in collecting 
materials, marking historic spots, etc. The Alabama Education 
Association has a history teachers' section, and the schools of 
history in the colleges and universities of the state give support 
to the work of stimulating and organizing interest in history. 

Of the historical societies of these five states the Mississippi 
Historical Society has exhibited by far the most productive en- 
ergy. Each year it issues a volume of Publications in which 
there appear many papers of great value. Under the direction 
of Franklin L. Riley, especially, there have been prepared a 
number of local studies in the reconstruction period in Missis- 
sippi which represent a diversion of the local spirit into most ex- 
cellent channels. In the last volume, xiv, which is the volume 
for the year 1913, the largest space is taken by the doctoral dis- 
sertation of Cleo Hearon, a valuable monograph of over two 



404 St. G. L. Sioussat m. v. h. r. 

hundred pages bearing the title "Mississippi and the Compro- 
mise of 1850." In addition, the volume contains a paper by 
Captain J. S. McNeily, "Barksdale's Mississippi Brigade at 
Gettysburg — 'Most Magnificent Charge of the War,' " and one 
by Henry T. Irey, ' ' County Seats and Early Railroads of Wash- 
ington County" (University, Mississippi: Printed for the So- 
ciety, 1914). 

Departments of Archives and History 

In all these states, except Kentucky, there has been developed 
also some department more closely connected with the govern- 
mental system of the state. The Alabama Department of Arch- 
ives and History, created in 1901 largely through the initiative 
of Thomas W. Owen, has an honorable priority, and has by its 
example exerted an influence far wider than the region of this 
survey. The organization of a similar department in Missis- 
sippi followed in 1902, and in West Virginia in 1905. In Ten- 
nessee a beginning was made in 1903-1904. In Alabama Mr. 
Owen, and in Mississippi, Dunbar Rowland respectively have 
been in charge from the first. In West Virginia the death of 
Virgil A. Lewis, in December, 1912, led to a change in admin- 
istration and Henry S. Green is now historian while G. A. Bolden 
is archivist. No report has been published since 1910, but a re- 
port of the operation of the department since that time is now 
in preparation and will be available by the time the legislature 
assembles in January. With the department is associated the 
legislative reference bureau of the state. 

In Tennessee the last year has seen the death of Robert A. 
Quarles, to whose efforts the beginning of systematic attention 
to the archives was chiefly due. Mr. Quarles worked under great 
difficulties, especially from the fact that in this state the office 
of archivist or secretary of the department of archives still lacks 
the organization by special statute which has been attained in 
Alabama, in Mississippi, and in West Virginia. As successor to 
Mr. Quarles the governor has recently appointed Gus W. Dyer, 
assistant professor of economics and sociology in Vanderbilt 
University, while Mr. Quarles 's son, R. A. Quarles, Jr., continues 
as assistant in the office. 
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The quarters occupied by the department in Tennessee are un- 
satisfactory in the extreme. It was confidently expected that 
the last legislature would take the preliminary steps towards the 
erection of a capitol annex to which the archives department, 
with others, might be transferred. The political vicissitudes of 
that session prevented any such forward step; but it is hoped 
that the assembly which will convene in January, 1915, will cer- 
tainly adopt this much needed reform. If this proves to be the 
case, it will still be some years before such new quarters can be 
occupied. Through lack of the necessary funds, no publications 
whatever have been made by the archives department. A ' ' Pre- 
liminary Eeport" upon the archives of Tennessee by the writer 
of this survey may be found in the Annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Historical Association for 1906 (2:197-238). 

In Kentucky the archives are supposed to have been trans- 
ferred to the new capitol building. At the time (1910) of the re- 
port to the American Historical Association of Irene T. Myers 
upon this subject, however, much material had not been trans- 
ferred and little attention had been given to classification and 
arrangement in the new building. Apparently there was no 
officer specifically entrusted with this duty: only the state li- 
brarian had a general oversight. 

Much more satisfactory is the state of affairs in Mississippi, 
where Mr. Rowland's labors, though recently handicapped by 
untoward experiences in the matter of appropriations, have 
borne good fruit. There has been constant cooperation between 
the department of archives and history and the state historical 
society, of which F. L. Riley has been the moving spirit. The 
functions of the historical society and the department have been 
defined, and the department has become the depositary of his- 
torical manuscripts, portraits, newspapers, and relics in the 
stricter sense. The department has been active in encouraging 
the marking of historic sites, and the preservation of buildings 
of historic interest. It has actively cooperated in providing for 
the calendar of documents in the French archives relating to the 
Mississippi Valley, and in the preparation under the auspices of 
the war department of a historical roster of the officers and men 
of the Union and Confederate armies. 



406 St. G. L. Sioussat m. v. h. r. 

Publication op Manuscript Materials 

In listing the publications of manuscript material it is proper 
to mention, first, the George Rogers Clark Papers, 1 published by 
the Illinois State Historical Library, as part of its Virginia 
Series, under the editorship of J. A. James (1912). This vol- 
ume, important for the history of Kentucky as well as for the 
country north of the Ohio, is now supplemented by ' ' Some Let- 
ters and Papers of General Thomas Gage" to officers at Fort 
de Chartres, 1766-1772, selected from the George Rogers Clark 
papers lately found and now in the Virginia State Library 
(John P. Branch Historical Papers of Randolph Macon College, 
4: no. 2). 

Kentuckians will be interested also in the "Letters of the Rev. 
S. T. Boden to Bishop Carroll" (Records of the American Cath- 
olic Historical Society, September, 1912). 

In the Quarterly Publication of the Historical and Philosoph- 
ical Society of Ohio documentary material of considerable im- 
portance has been published. Two of these selections relate 
directly to the Old Southwest : ' ' Documents Relating to Zach- 
ariah Cox," edited by I. J. Cox and R. C. McGrane (7: nos. 2, 
3 — Cincinnati, 1913); and "Burr-Blennerhassett Documents," 
edited by Lesley Henshaw (9: nos. 1, 2 — Cincinnati, 1914). 

The "Estimates of the Value of Slaves, 1815," in the Amer- 
ican Historical Review for July, 1914 (19:813) includes some 
material relating to Alabama. 

Of the publication, by the Department of History and Archives 
of Mississippi, of the first volume of Mississippi Provincial 
Archives, English Dominion, mention has been made above. So 
far as we know, this is the only official publication of original 
records made, within the last two or three years, by any state 
within the region covered by this survey. The department has 
also published from time to time an Official and Statistical Regis- 
ter which, in addition to permanent features, constantly offers 
new material to the student of Mississippi history. The last 
Report of the department, the twelfth annual report, contains as 
an appendix, in about eighty pages, a very valuable "Official 
Guide to the Historical Materials in the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History" (Eleventh and Twelfth Annual Re- 

i Reviewed ante, 308. 



Vol. i, No. 3 Historical Activities 407 

ports of the Director of the Department of Archives and History 
of Mississippi — Nashville : Brandau-Craig-Dickerson Company, 
1914. 147 p.). 2 

In Alabama as in Mississippi the department of archives and 
history has been unceasingly active. All the archives of Ala- 
bama have now been concentrated in its custody, and have been 
arranged, classed, and indexed. An excellent reference library 
of historical books and pamphlets has been brought together, in- 
cluding an almost complete set of government documents of the 
United States, and rich collections of state official documents. 
There is also a valuable collection of newspapers, periodicals, 
and relics ; and the department maintains not only a gallery and 
museum, but also a legislative reference system, and conducts 
work in library extension and traveling libraries. Especially 
significant has been the work of the director in holding together 
for united effort the other historical agencies of the state. 

The third volume of the John Lawson Monographs published 
by the Trinity College (North Carolina) Historical Society con- 
tains "Military Reminiscences of General William R. Boggs, C. 
S. A., ' ' edited by W. K. Boyd. 8 

Volume xxvi of the Official Record of the Union and Confed- 
erate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, edited by C. W. Stew- 
art, treats of "Naval Forces in Western Waters, March 1-De- 
cember 31, 1864" (xvii, 239 p.). A "source-book" for students 
of military history is Donelson Campaign Sources (Leaven- 
worth: Army Service Schools Press, 1912. 239 p.). 4 A "docu- 
ment" bearing upon the administration of Andrew Jackson is 
' ' Notes of Colonel W. G. Moore, Private Secretary to President 
Johnson, 1866-1868," contributed from the Patterson- Johnson 
MSS. to the American Historical Review for October, 1913, by 
St. George L. Sioussat. 

Calendars, Bibliographies, etc. 

Of great value to all students of southern history is the Cal- 
endar of the Papers of John Jordan Crittenden, 5 prepared for 
the division of manuscripts of the Library of Congress by C. N. 

2 To be reviewed later, 
a Reviewed ante, 131. 
* Reviewed ante, 331. 
s Reviewed ante, 317. 
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Feamster (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1913. 335 
p.). This leads to the reminder that the division of manuscripts 
is rich in documentary materials for southern history. The 
great collections of the Tennessee presidents — the Jackson pa- 
pers, the Polk papers, the Johnson papers — are supplemented 
by such groups of manuscript as the Crittenden papers and those 
of John Bell, though these last are highly disappointing in their 
meagerness, while many of the collections of papers of northern 
statesmen, such as the Van Buren papers (calendared), the 
Chase papers, etc., contain material of importance for research 
in southern history. The same observation applies, of course, 
to other well-known depositaries of manuscript material. 

The war department has recently published the third edition 
of a Bibliography of State Participation in the Civil War, 1861- 
1866 ("Washington : Government Printing Office, 1913. 1140 p. ) . 6 

Acquisition of Manuscript Material 

To gather information as to the acquisition of new bodies of 
manuscript material by southern historical societies and depart- 
ments of history is a difficult task, first, because the South has 
suffered so peculiarly from the destruction of such materials; 
secondly, because these agencies have little funds for the pur- 
chase or even for the administration of such material, and can- 
not compete in the market with wealthier institutions; thirdly, 
because the historic spirit has taken other directions, particular- 
ly that of emphasis upon military activities. 

The Department of History and Archives of Mississippi has 
for some time been devoting much energy to the collection of 
papers relating to Jefferson Davis and reports progress in this 
endeavor. The same department has recently been the recipient 
of one noteworthy gift — the records of the first bank of Mis- 
sissippi. These papers cover the period 1809-1835, and include 
letters from most of the prominent men in the state at that time. 
They will throw much light on the economic, social, and political 
history of Mississippi. 

The University of Wisconsin has acquired the letter books of 
the New York and Mississippi Land Company formed in 1835 to 
speculate in Chickasaw lands. This collection, which would 

« Reviewed ante, 145. 
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seem rather to belong in Mississippi, will be indispensable to a 
study of the land system of that state. 

In Tennessee the effort to reach collections of papers yet re- 
maining in private hands is being pushed with vigor, and it is 
hoped that the new periodical to which reference has been made 
will be an agency to this end. Not much can be done, however, 
until a safe place for the preservation of such materials can be 
guaranteed to donors. The "Magazine" expects to publish 
some papers of Major John P. Heiss, who at various periods of 
his career was associated with James K. Polk, with Thomas 
Ritchie, and with William Walker. Other letters in hand are 
some of General James Winchester and some of Judge John 
Overton. 

In Alabama, since 1901, many original Confederate manu- 
scripts have been added to the collection of the department of 
archives and history, together with manuscript histories of num- 
bers of Alabama regiments, batteries, and independent com- 
panies. Transcripts by photostat process have been made of 
the manuscripts relating to Alabama commands in the war de- 
partment of the United States. 

Periodical Publications 

The few papers which bear upon the whole Mississippi Valley 
that have been published in the Annual Reports of the American 
Historical Association, the Proceedings of the Mississippi Val- 
ley Historical Association, the Proceedings of the American An- 
tiquarian Society, and the Proceedings of the Ohio Valley His- 
torical Association (the last mentioned for 1911) have been 
noted in Mr. Buck's all-inclusive survey in the first number of 
this Review. Since the preparation of Mr. Buck's survey the 
Annual Report of the American Historical Association for 1912 
has made its appearance. In this the following papers are of 
general interest to students of American history: "The New 
Columbus," by H. P. Biggar; "The Enforcement of the Alien 
and Sedition Laws," by F. M. Anderson; "The Reviewing of 
Historical Books," by C. Becker; together with the reports of 
special conferences and of the public archives commission and 
the historical manuscripts commission. On the reports of spe- 
cial conferences one brief paper bears especially upon southern 
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history — that on "The Economies of Slavery, 1815-1860," by 
U. B. Phillips, in which Mr. Phillips discussed the suggestive ad- 
dress of Mr. W. E. Dodd on "Profitable Fields for Investiga- 
tion in American History," printed in the American Historical 
Revieiv for April, 1914. Of especial importance for the history 
of the Old Southwest were the papers by Archibald Henderson 
on "The Creative Forces in Western Expansion," to which fur- 
ther reference will be made below; C. E. Carter on "Some As- 
pects of British Policy in West Florida"; A. C. Cole on "The 
South and the Right of Secession in the Early Fifties" ; and I. J. 
Cox on "The Relations between General Wilkinson and Gov- 
ernor Folch." 

Significant contributions to the sixth volume of the Proceed- 
ings of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association are: "Fco- 
nomic Factors in the Acquisition of Louisiana," by L. Pelzer; 
"Significant Events during the Last Year of the Revolution in 
the West," by J. A. James ; and "Nativism in the Lower Missis- 
sippi Valley," by A. C. Cole. 

At the seventh annual meeting of the Ohio Valley Historical 
Association, held at Lexington, Kentucky, October 23-25, 1913, 
several papers were read which bear upon the region south of 
the Ohio. Of Mr. Henderson's addresses mention is made else- 
where in this article. Of the papers the following should be 
mentioned: "Before the Gates of the Wilderness Road," by 
Judge Lyman Chalkley; "Early Legislative Petitions," by J. 
R. Robertson; "Relations between Generals Wayne and Wilkin- 
son in the Campaigns of 1793 and 1794," by R. C. McGrane; 
"The Burr Conspiracy in the Ohio Valley," by Mrs. Lesley 
Henshaw; "The Historic Value of Kentucky Folk-Songs," by 
H. G. Shearin; "The Settling of Cincinnati from Lexington and 
the Influence of Robert Patterson," by Miss Marie Dicore; and 
"The Early Influence of Transylvania University upon Educa- 
tion in the West," by J. B. McCartney. A scheduled paper up- 
on "The Influence of Kentucky upon the Early Religious Devel- 
opment of Southwestern Ohio," by J. Johnson of Xenia Theolo- 
gical Seminary was not read. 

In volume xix of the American Historical Review the follow- 
ing articles are of special importance for the region covered in 
this survey: J. G. Randall, "Captured and Abandoned Prop- 
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erty during the Civil War" (October, 1913) ; I. J. Cox, "Gen- 
eral Wilkinson and his Later Intrigues with the Spaniards" 
(July, 1914). Mr. Cox is also the author of an article in the 
Mississippi Valley Historical Review for September, 1914, en- 
titled "The Pan-American Policy of Jefferson and Wilkinson." 
It should be interesting to compare with the latter articles one 
in the Revista de Archivos, Bibliotecas y Museos for March, 
1914, on "El Brigadier Jaime Wilkinson y sus Tratos con Es- 
pana para la Independencia del Kentucky, Anos 1787 a 1787," 
written by M. Serrano y Sanz. 

The Sewanee Review for April, 1912, contained an article up- 
on "Slavery in Mississippi," by R. B. Hawes. 

The Confederate Veteran, published monthly at Nashville, 
Tennessee, represents officially the United Confederate Veter- 
ans, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, and the Confederated Southern Memorial 
Association. This periodical is now in its twenty-second vol- 
ume. The founder, Colonel S. A. Cunningham, died some months 
ago, but the Veteran is continued by a corporation established 
for this purpose. 

Valuable for all parts of the South will be the reestablished 
Southern Historical Society Papers, new series, now in the first 
volume. The secretary of the Southern Historical Society is 
Mr. James Power Smith, 2304 Grace Street, Richmond, Virginia. 

To the historical literature that deals with the exploration 
and settlement of the trans-Allegheny region of Kentucky and 
Tennessee, some notable additions have been made by Archi- 
bald Henderson of the University of North Carolina, whose 
activity in this field is excited in large part through filial interest 
in the doings of his ancestor, Judge Richard Henderson. Be- 
sides Mr. Henderson's paper, read at Charleston, and published 
in the American Historical Review (October, 1914) entitled ' ' The 
Creative Forces in American Expansion: Henderson and 
Boone," and his article in the present number of this Review, 
on "Richard Henderson and the Occupation of Kentucky," he 
has also recently presented the following addresses or papers : 
"The Beginnings of American Expansion" (at the annual meet- 
ing of the Ohio Valley Historical Association, October 23, 1913, 
not yet published) ; "The Pioneer Contributions of North Caro- 
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lina to Kentucky" (address at the annual banquet of the above 
association, October 24, 1913, published in the Charlotte Ob- 
server, November 10, 1913); "Forerunners of the Republic" 
(seriatim, January-June, 1913, in Neale's Monthly Magazine) 
including sketches of Henderson, Boone, Shelby, Robertson, Se- 
vier, and Clark; "The Life and Times of Richard Henderson" 
(in thirteen instalments in the Charlotte Observer [North Caro- 
lina], Sunday issues, between March 9, 1913, and January 1, 
1914) ; "Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road" (address at the 
unveiling of a tablet, printed in Sky-Land [Hendersonvilley 
North Carolina], August, 1914). 

Works upon State or Local History 

The field of state histories of a certain type has been ener- 
getically exploited by the Lewis Publishing Company of Chica- 
go and New York. This firm has published A History of Ken- 
tucky and Kentuckians: the Leaders and Representative Men in 
Commerce, Industry and Modern Activities, by E. P. Johnson 
(1912. 3 v.) ; A History of Tennessee, by W. T. Hale and Dixon 
Merritt (1913. 8 v.) ; A History of West Virginia and Its People, 
by J. C. Miller and H. Maxwell (1913. 3 v.) ; Genealogical and 
Personal History of the Upper Monongahela Valley, West Vir- 
ginia, edited by B. L. Butcher, with J. M. Callahan (1912. 3 v.) ; 
and a History of Greater Wheeling and Vicinity, by C. A. Win- 
gerter and others (1912. 2 v.). 

For West Virginia other works of state and local history may 
be noted as follows : The Semi-Centennial History of West 
Virginia, by J. M. Callahan (Charleston, West Virginia, 1913) ; 7 
Border Settlers of Northwestern Virginia from 1768 to 1795, 
by L. V. McWhorter (North Yakima, Washington) ; and a dis- 
cussion in the American Journal of International Law of the 
case in the Supreme Court of the United States, Commonwealth 
of Virginia v. State of West Virginia. 

In Alabama, the celebration by the city of Mobile of the bi- 
centennial of its founding (1911) appears to have afforded 
about the only stimulus for historical productivity. A series 
of articles originally written by Hon. Peter J. Hamilton and 
published in the Mobile Register was printed in 1911 under the 

' To be reviewed later. 
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title The Founding of Mobile, 1702-1718 (Mobile: Commercial 
Printing Company, 1911. 104 p.). The next year this was re- 
printed as part ii of a volume entitled The Mobile Bicentennial 
(Mobile: Commercial Printing Company, 1912. 66, 104 p.) of 
which the first part was an account of the celebration, May 26- 
28, 1911. In 1913, Mr. Hamilton published a larger work, Mo- 
bile of the Five Flags (Mobile: The Gill Printing Company, 
1913. 408 p.). 8 

Other works in the field of Kentucky history include 0. A. 
Rothert's History of Muhlenberg County (Louisville: John P. 
Morton and Company, 1914. xvii, 496 p.), 9 and A History of 
Unity Baptist Church, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, by the 
same author (Louisville: John P. Morton and Company, 1914. 
59 p.) ; Kentucky's Pioneer Lithotomists by A. H. Barkley (Cin- 
cinnati : Krehbiel, 1913) ; The History of Franklin County, Ken- 
tucky, by L. F. Johnson (Frankfort, Kentucky: Roberts Print- 
ing Company, 1912. 286, xviii p.) ; and — perhaps the most im- 
pressive contribution of all — Kentucky in American Letters, by 
J. W. Townsend (Cedar Rapids: The Torch Press, 191 2. ). 10 

Perhaps under this type of activity may best be classified 
Samuel M. Wilson's Yearbook of the Sons of the Revolution in 
Kentucky, 1894-1913, and Catalogue of Military Land Warrants 
Granted by the Commonwealth of Virginia to the Soldiers and 
Sailors of the Revolution (Lexington, 1913). 

Of the historical works of recent date which deal with Ten- 
nessee one of the most important is Notable Men of Tennessee, 
1833-1875; their Times and their Contemporaries, written by the 
late Judge 0. P. Temple, and published in 1912 under the editor- 
ship of Judge Temple's daughter (New York : The Cosmopolitan 
Press, 1912). Of local interest are the following: It Happened 
in Nashville, Tennessee, by W. E. Beard (Nashville: Davie 
Printing Company, 1912. 65 p.) ; All About Nashville, by Ida C. 
Clarke (Nashville: Marshall and Bruce Company, 1912. 231 p.) ; 
The Early History of Nashville, by L. P. Elliott (Nashville: 
Ambrose Printing Company, 1911) ; The Historic Blue Grass 
Line (that of the Nashville-G-allatin Interurban railway), by D. 

8 Reviewed ante, 319. 

9 Reviewed ante, 317. 
io Reviewed ante, 316. 
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Anderson (Nashville, 1913. 93 p.) ; "Old Glory": How the Flag 
Came by its Name, by E. L. Scott (Nashville: Publishing House 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1912) ; Historic Pu- 
laski, Birthplace of the K. K. K., Scene of the Execution of Sam 
Davis (1913) ; and Standard History of Memphis, by J. P. 
Young (Knoxville, Tennessee: H. W. Crew and Company). 

Miscellaneous Historical Publications 

The publication in 1909 of the most considerable work of re- 
cent years upon the history of the southern states, The South in 
the Building of the Nation (Richmond, Virginia: The Southern 
Historical Publication Society, 1909. 12 v. containing chapters 
by various authors), is recalled by the appearance of a thir- 
teenth and final volume (1913), containing a general index to the 
whole work, with suggestions for reading and study courses. 

Among historical monographs an important place should be 
assigned to the Justin Winsor prize essay for 1912 by A. C. 
Cole entitled The Whig Party in the South (Washington: Amer- 
ican Historical Association, 1914) ." Another monograph of 
general interest to the region under our consideration is The 
West in the Diplomacy of the American Revolution, by P. C. 
Phillips (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois, 1914. 247 p.). 12 
Mr. Farrar Newberry of the University of Arkansas is the au- 
thor of a paper upon ' ' The Nashville Convention and Southern 
Sentiment in 1850" which appeared in the South Atlantic Quar- 
terly for July, 1912 (v. 11). 

Out of the vast annual production of Civil War historical lit- 
erature the following titles may be selected: Confederate Por- 
traits, by Gamaliel Bradford (Boston and New York: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1914) ; 13 " Reminiscences of the Civil War by a 
Confederate Staff Officer," by A. R. H. Ranson (serially in the 
Sewanee Review, 1913-1914) ; General Joseph Wheeler and the 
Army of Tennessee (New York; Neale Publishing Company, 
1912. 476 p.) ; Brief Narrative of the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry 
Regiment, Wheeler's Corps, Army of Tennessee, by G. B. Guild 
(Nashville, 1913. 260 p.) ; The Methodist Episcopal Church and 

11 Reviewed in this number. 
H2 Reviewed ante, 302. 
13 To be reviewed later. 
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the Civil War, by W. W. Sweet (Cincinnati: Methodist Book 
Concern Press, 1912. 228 p.) ; 14 Raphael Semmes, by Colyer 
Meriwether (Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs and Company, 
1913. 367 p.). 15 

Among books relating to the Negro and to slavery the follow- 
ing have been noted: The Baptists and Slavery, 1840-1845, by 
Mary Burnham (Ann Arbor, Michigan : George Wahr) ; A His- 
tory of the American Negro, by B. G. Brawley (New York: The 
Macmillan Company) ; The Negro in American History, by J. 
W. Cromwell (Washington : American Negro Academy) ; The 
Development of Sentiment on Negro Suffrage to 1860, by E. 
Olbrich (Madison, Wisconsin: The University of Wisconsin, 
1912. 135 p.). 

Treating of phases of the war and reconstruction are: The 
Influence of Reconstruction on Education in the South, by E. W. 
Knight (New York: Columbia Teachers' College); 18 The Con- 
fiscation of Property during the Civil War, by J. G. Randall 
(University of Chicago). Interesting in the field of social and 
economic history is The Sale of Liquor in the South, by L. S. 
Blakey, which forms volume li of the Columbia University 
Studies. 

Historical Activities in Progress or Projected 

The addresses and articles of Archibald Henderson, of the 
University of North Carolina, to which reference was made 
above, represent the beginnings of an extensive series of works 
upon westward expansion by the same author. Mr. Hender- 
son's plans include, first a "History of Westward Expansion, 
1750-1800" which will probably be in two volumes; secondly a 
volume on the "Documentary History of the Transylvania 
Company"; and finally two works in more popular form, "Fore- 
runners of the Republic" and a "Life of Judge Richard Hen- 
derson." 

Mr. Henderson's interest centers in the northern part of the 
trans-Allegheny region. A work of great importance for the 
history of the southern part of the valley is in active prepara- 

14 Reviewed in this number, 
is Reviewed ante, 130. 
>« To be reviewed later. 
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tion by I. J. Cox of the University of Cincinnati. This will deal 
with West Florida and will cover the period from the occupa- 
tion of Natchez in 1798 to the capture of Mobile in 1813. Em- 
phasis will be laid upon frontier relations rather than upon 
diplomacy, though the latter topic will not be neglected. 

For Tennessee, a history of De Kalb County is being written 
by W. T. Hale. Wallace McClure of Columbia University has 
chosen as a subject for a doctor's dissertation "Taxation in 
Tennessee." Lieutenant Fay W. Brabson is preparing a study 
of Forrest's activity in Tennessee in the regime of Andrew John- 
son as military governor. Clifton E. Hall of Princeton Uni- 
versity is understood to be working upon Johnson's adminis- 
tration of the office of military governor. A biography of James 
K. Polk is being written by E. I. McCormac of the University of 
California. W. O. Scroggs, Jr., of the Louisiana State Univer- 
sity will shortly publish a life of William Walker, of filibuster 
fame. Another important biographical study will be that of 
Eobert J. Walker, by W. E. Dodd of the University of Chicago. 
The writer of this survey has been for some time engaged in 
writing a life of Andrew Johnson, which will be based on Ten- 
nessee sources and on the Johnson manuscripts in the Library 
of Congress. 

To one other form of historical activity it seems worth while 
to give briefly some attention. This is the improvement of the 
teaching of history in the schools. Nothing in southern life has 
been more remarkable than the revolution in the public school 
systems which, beginning only a few years back, is still under 
way. In the improvement which has taken place, however, his- 
tory has lagged behind, through a mistaken idea as to the satis- 
factoriness of instruction in this subject by persons in no wise 
trained in this branch of knowledge, and a misconception as to 
the needs of time and equipment. Hence one of the chief tasks 
that has rested upon those charged with the promotion of his- 
torical interests in the soutbern states has been to endeavor to 
stir up interest in the teaching of history in the schools. For 
this purpose the teachers of history in Alabama, in Mississippi, 
and in Tennessee have formed associations. Guides or sugges- 
tions to teachers have been prepared such as that of which Ed- 
ward Tuthill of the University of Kentucky is author (Bulletin 
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of Kentucky department of education, 6 : no. 1. 1913). A sim- 
ilar publication is being prepared for the Tennessee department 
of education. 

Another agency has been the history exhibit, in connection 
with work in the summer schools. To Beverly W. Bond, Jr., of 
Purdue University, is to be given credit for the preparation of 
a successful exhibit in connection with the Summer School of the 
South at Knoxville ; while a similar plan was developed last sum- 
mer at the first session of the George Peabody College for 
Teachers. The plan of such an exhibit was described by Mr. 
Bond at the Charleston meeting of the American Historical As- 
sociation, in a paper which has been printed in the History 
Teachers Magazine for April, 1914. 

St. Geokge L. Sioussat 
Vandebbilt Univebsity 

Nashville, Tennessee 



